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North Tuddenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of North Tuddenham Parish Council  
Held at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 19th March 2025
at North Tuddenham Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs Harding, Stapleton, Baxter, Hall, Blake, E Blake and Smith
4 members of the Public and Cllr Gordon Bambridge; Clerk

1.0 Chairman’s Report and Welcome
Cllr Harding welcomed all to the meeting.
Cllr Harding stated how lovey it had been to see the village working together around litter picking, arranging events and much more.  Thanks was made to “un-sung hero” volunteers, the Clerk and Cllrs, who have been going about their work and projects. 
We have achieved the following since the last meeting:
· After North Tuddenham being declared a Rural Transport Desert, Cllr Harding was delighted to confirm that he was in receipt of the new bus timetable which officially, wef 30th March, means the drought of rural transport in North Tuddenham is over.
· New bus stops installed outside The Lodge
· Common maintenance work has been carried out, with great results.
· Potholes repaired throughout the village
· Recycling work carried out
· Meetings of the Community Association have taken place with two Community Association “Community club nights” held
· Monthly Mardle Newsletter (produced by Cllr Mike Smith)
· Community Association coffee morning – great success
· Collection of SAM 2 data - see below
· Regular maintenance checks of defibrillators
· Ongoing administration of the village library
· Work (in the background) by all our Cllrs and Clerk.
2.0 Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest – Apology from Cllr Borrett 
received and accepted

3.0 Previous Minutes 
3.1	To review and agree the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
15th January 2025 – All agreed and adopted as true and accurate record of events subject to noting that Cllr Smith attended the meeting


4.0       Public Session – [Limited to 30 minutes public voice] and District Councillor Reports
4.1 District and Norfolk County Council Reports – Previously circulated
Cllr Bambridge summarised his reports (previously circulated) He confirmed that Central Government had now increased the demand for more housing from the original 625 to 903 under the auspice of the new Local Plan.  Cllr Bambridge confirmed that a meeting was upcoming with other bordering Parishes to discuss this increase and its implications – date tbc.  Cllrs encouraged to attend.  
He confirmed that the conclusions of the Boundary Commission were still going ahead despite the proposed changes in Local Government formation. 
Some Resignations will be tendered before the election as some representatives believe the Council will not have a mandate after the election.  
Election for Mayor is being held in May 2026 and Norfolk is set to elect a Mayor for both Norfolk and Suffolk; anyone can put themselves forward for this role.   
Three options for unitary council in Norfolk to be brokered. 
Cllr Bambridge took questions from Cllrs and the Public Gallery around Devolution 
4.2 Public Comment – no further comments were tendered
          
5.0       Highways 
5.1 To receive and consider any SAM2 Data available – Mill Road
Max Speed: 70.0 MPH on 01/02/2025 recorded at 07:10:00
Total Vehicles: 5,959 count
Average Speed: 38.8 MPH
Percentage over speed limit: 14.6%
ACTION: Clerk to follow up whether Police were able to send a patrol car to monitor speeding on Mill Road
5.2       To receive the report of Cllr Smith on:
5.2,1	Northwestern Link Road – Planning Application withdrawn at present – Cllr Smith has no further update
5.2.3 A47 Upgrade – work continues – any issues to be reported to Jim Freeman from Galliford Try via Cllr Smith
5.3 To note any Highways Matters for attention – The Chair confirmed the new contact for the Council as Tom Foster who is the new Highways Engineer.  Cllr Harding has a meeting planned with Tom for 3rd April – All Cllrs welcome to attend
· Mowles Lane – frequent cases of cars over-shooting the junction was discussed; Cllr Harding will bring to the attention of Highways Engineer on 03.04.25

6.0	Village Amenities Update
6.1	St Mary’s Church – Cllr Smith Summarized the plan for upcoming fund-raising events at St Mary’s which will be publicised via The Mardle.
6.2	Village Hall – Cllr E Blake has drafted a Diversity and Equality Statement and the Governing Statement for the Trust has now been located – this will be reviewed and updated at the next meeting on 28th April 2025. A new Noticeboard will be purchased shortly 
6.3	The Common – Volunteers have recommenced meeting every  first Saturday of the month and are working on repairs and clearance ready for Spring. Discussion took place around horse riding on The Common; ACTION: Cllr Stapleton to review rights and permissions to ascertain powers to limit access for horses on The Common
6.4	North Tuddenham Community Association – Cllr Baxter confirmed that there were several events planned to include Coffee Mornings, Quizzes and Community Evenings. Cllrs agreed that the Community Evenings should be opened to residents of other villages to ensure numbers are buoyant.  There would need to be a small levy charged for those who not residents of North Tuddenham. 
6.5	Recycling Project – Continuing every Friday morning but desperately short of volunteers. ACTION: Cllr Ellen Blake to re-advertise on What’s App
6.6	Community Car Scheme Update – being widely publicised
6.7	To receive update and confirmation around new Daily bus services to North Tuddenham – already covered – Please see Chairman’s Report
6.8	Phone box Library 
6.8.1	To discuss issues surrounding the implications of book donations
The facility is currently experiencing larger than average donations which volunteers are fearful are resultant of restricted access to the Refuse Facility in Dereham. Cllr Harding is supporting Pat with appropriate disposal of excess donations.  The Box is currently a little grubby; Cllr Harding and Hall 
Volunteered to clean asap
6.9	Village Sign
[bookmark: _Hlk195526870]6.8.2	To receive the Report around replacement or repair from Cllr E Blake and to agree any forthcoming actions and spend
	Cllr E Blake shared her comprehensive Report with Cllrs and members of the Public; Cllrs considered the options for replacement or repair and associated spend. Cllrs AGREED that a decision should be deferred to the next meeting to allow full exploration of the Report. ACTION: Clerk to add to the May Agenda. 



[bookmark: _Hlk195527119]7.0	 Wendling Bomber Command Visit to The Common 
7.1	To discuss and agree any preparations for the upcoming visit from Veterans to The Common site.  Cllr Stapleton reported around the planning for this event which will take place over 9th and 10th September – there will be a commemoration on The Common and organisers are currently seeking a Bugler who might be able to attend. The Group will also visit St Mary’s before departing.  The Military Vehicle Club is hoping to attend to transport the visitors around the village.  Cllr Stapleton PROPOSED that Cllrs should try and attend.  There may be a donation required to the Miliary Vehicle group to cover their costs.  ACTION: Clerk to add to the Agenda for further discussion at the next meeting.  

8.0	Village Community Award Scheme 2024-25
8.1	To discuss and confirm arrangements for presentation to this year’s winner
	Cllr Harding confirmed that a winner had been nominated via the secret Ballot. ACTION: Clerk to defer to next meeting Agenda. 

9.0	Planning
	9.1	To receive and consider any new Planning Applications – Cllr Hall
PL/2025/0122/TRE - Site: Walnut Tree House Main Road, North Tuddenham, NR20 3HE
Neighbouring tree is overhanging boundary and encroaching onto dwelling which may result in property damage. NOTE for Consultation – for Information Only NOTED
PL/2025/0075/VAR
Proposal: Variation of Condition 2 on planning permission 3PL/2023/0951/HOU - Addition of dormer window to garage to create required headroom for the space. Addition of personnel door to side of garage for easier access – Dormer window has been removed from Application and the Planning Officer has confirmed that the variation to Condition will now be approved. 
PL/2025/0115/FMIN - Erection of new petrol filling station, associated parking and access to sites north of A47 trunk road (north/eastbound) – Cllr Hall confirmed that although outside of the Boundary of North Tuddenham, this application was requesting a consultee response as a neighbouring Parish.  Cllrs noted that outline PP had already been granted.  Discussion took place and Cllrs AGREED to not object to the application and make comment on the following:
· Length of slip roads to be sufficient to prevent slowing of traffic
· Noise abatement to be adequate
· Lots of bins for refuse disposal
· Electric Charging points
· Minimal light pollution
PL/2025/0113/FMIN
Erection of new petrol filling station, associated parking and access to sites north of A47 trunk road (south side/westbound) – As Above
PL/2025/0283/HOU - Demolition of existing rear conservatory, proposed two storey extensions to each side and single storey extension to rear. Detached garage to front
Site: The Acorns Low Road, North Tuddenham, Dereham, Norfolk, NR20 3AB – Shared on Website and on Community Facebook Page – no public comment Cllrs AGREED to support this application
	9.2	To note the outcomes of any recent Planning Applications – 
None
9.3	To receive any update around the Breckland Local Plan – Cllr Bambridge – covered by Cllr Bambridge above
		
10.0	Finance 
10.1	To receive and consider any Report from the RFO 
10.2	To Review and Agree any payments below including S137 payments:
Cllrs Reviewed the following payments and AGREED to make the following payments – Cllr Baxter abstained from voting in his role as RFO
	[bookmark: _Hlk195527355]Payee
	Invoice Details
	£ Total
	Section 137

	V Turner 
	Clerk’s Salary, On-Costs and Expenses
	£438.88
	

	Norfolk PTS
	Affiliation Membership
	£57.50
	

	Norfolk PTS
	Fee for Clerk’s Training Course
	£24.00
	

	Norfolk NALC
	Affiliation Membership
	£145.03
	

	Andrew Harding
	Hedge Cutting – Reimbursement for hedgerow maintenance which PC has responsibility for 
	£50.00
	

	North Tuddenham Village Hall 
	For hire of the village hall for Parish Council Meetings 
	£150
	

	Receipts to Note
	Interest on Deposit Account 
	£22.06
	


10.3 To note Bank Account Balances 
Current £2662.83
Deposit £6264.54
10.4 To consider and agree any Cllr or Clerk Training Requirements – nothing new	identified; Clerk to undertake Parish Online Training in June 
10.5     To receive any update around restoration or replacement of the Village Sign  
And Agree expenditure – Cllr E Blake – See above – Defer to May
10.6 To receive and consider any requests for grant funding
10.6.1.	Donation to Meeting Point – to discuss and agree any grant funding – 
Requested of all PCs to support the longevity of the provision which is currently threatened.  “Cllr Harding PROPOSED that a donation of £100 be made to The Meeting Point.  Cllr E Blake to help promote this in the village. This will be made through the PC’s powers of spend under Section 137.  AGREED – Cllr Baxter abstained. 
10.6.2	Donation to NT Community Association for Community Events – to discuss and Agree any grant funding – Cllr E Blake has worked hard to promote these events and although the Village Hall initially rented the venue Pro-bono this will now revert to the usual charge of £10.  The Community Association is currently making a Grant Application on behalf of the PC for £375 to cover some costs for these events. The PC AGREED to pass this money to the Community Association if successful. 
10.7 To discuss ongoing maintenance commitment for hedge on Mill Road – Cllr  
Harding
Cllr Harding confirmed research around PC Assets such as The Common and the hedge on Mill Road is being compiled; he confirmed that the hedge on Mill Road would be maintained on the road-side only and that the resident will be responsible for the other side of the hedge moving forwards. ACTION: Clerk to add Community Assets to next agenda
10.7.1 To confirm appointment of Internal Auditor for 2024-25 – signature by RFO and Chair – 
Cllr Baxter confirmed a successful meeting with Faye Haywood around the audit for 24/25 and that she had now submitted a revised quote of £70. A Letter of acceptance for Cllr Harding and Cllr Baxter to sign was circulated.  It was AGREED to formally appoint Faye as IA and that the Clerk and RFO would commence the document preparation upon receipt of the IA’s schedule.  Extraordinary meeting to be arranged for adoption of the AGAR in June.
10.8 [bookmark: _Hlk195527618]Report from Cllr Hall and discussion around consolidating the rights, 
easements and responsibilities of the Parish Council for land in North Tuddenham – Cllr Hall – Cllr Hall has collated information around the history of The Common; further work required around easements – Cllr Hall to undertake further research and present at the next meeting.  ACTION: Clerk to add to next Agenda. 

11.0	Policy Reviews
11.1	To review and agree any changes to the NTPC Safeguarding Policy – Agreed and re-adopted
11.2	To review and agree any chances to the Equal Opportunities Policy - Agreed and re-adopted
[bookmark: _Hlk192438663]11.3	To review and agree any changes to the Tud Buds Risk Assessment - Agreed and re-adopted
11.4	To review and agree any changes to the Data Protection Policy - Agreed and re-adopted
11.5	To review and agree any changes to The Common Volunteers Risk Assessment - Agreed and re-adopted
11.6	To review and agree any changes to The Volunteer Policy - Agreed and re-adopted

12.0	Devolution Update – Cllr Bambridge /Chairman – Covered in Cllr Bambridge’s Report above.  Cllr Bambridge confirmed for Cllrs and Public that Parish Council structure and power would remain as is. 

13.0	To receive and note any correspondence received:
	Emails from Breckland District Council; Emails from NALC and Norfolk PTS; emails from CAN; email from Cllr Bambridge, Borrett and George Freeman MP; emails from, NWL group; emails from residents; CPRE email; information from The Meeting Point; emails from residents; letter from The Meeting Point; emails from Highways Agencies; emails from Galliford Try; email from Dereham and District Flower Club: Nutrient Neutrality Grants email.  NOTED

14.0	AOB – To be notified to the Chair prior to the meeting
	Places of Worship Grant Scheme – via George Freeman MP – Cllr Smith liaising

15.0	To confirm the date and time of the next Meeting – Annual Parish Meeting as Wednesday 28th May 2025 at 6.30pm followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council– 7.30pm - at North Tuddenham Village Hall – PLEASE NOTE REVISED DATE

The meeting closed at 21.06 with no further matters arising 
 

Clerk to North Tuddenham Parish Council: clerk.northtuddenham@gmail.com
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